Co-expression of spectrin and fodrin in Friend erythroleukemic cells treated with DMSO.
Friend erythroleukemic cells can be used as a model of erythroid cell differentiation with the synthesis of the erythrocyte-specific products hemoglobin and spectrin stimulated by agents such as DMSO. In the present study we investigated the expression of both erythroid spectrin and non-erythroid fodrin in uninduced and DMSO-treated Friend cells. We report that both spectrin and fodrin co-exist at low levels in uninduced Friend cells and both are induced by treatment with DMSO. After longer times both spectrin and fodrin appear to undergo rearrangements into submembranous 'patches' and 'caps'. Although both molecules co-localize in most of these cells, they can be independently immunoprecipitated, suggesting that significant amounts of hybrid molecules are not formed.